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The Ends of Paradise: Race, Extraction,
and the Struggle for Black Life in Honduras

The future of Honduras begins and ends on the white sand beaches of Tela Bay on the country's
northeastern coast where Garifuna, a Black Indigenous people, have resided for over two
hundred years. In The Ends of Paradise, Christopher Loperena examines the Garifuna struggle
for life and collective autonomy, and demonstrates how this struggle challenges concerted
efforts by the state and multilateral institutions to render both their lands and their culture into
fungible tourism products. He reveals how purportedly inclusive tourism projects form part of a

larger neoliberal, extractivist development regime, which remakes Black and Indigenous
territories into frontiers of progress for the mestizo majority.
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