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Latin American And Latinx Artists To Take Over
Southern California Art Scene In 2017

A massive initiative will celebrate the influence of long-overlooked artists in
California.
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Arts Writer, The Huffington Post

PST LALA

Look on a map and the boundaries that divide North and South America, Southern California and
Mexico, are as clear as the thick lines that demarcate them. Yet, in real life, the borders
separating these regions — the people that inhabit them, the cultures they cultivate, the myths
they pass on and the memories they leave behind — are far more nebulous.

Perhaps nothing illustrates the fallibility of borders like an art object — a single painting,
sculpture or video that can collapse the categories between here and there, then and now, you
and |. An artist born in Mexico who studied in Paris and later moved to Los Angeles makes work
that weaves together elements of them all, contorted, of course, by memory and imagination and
the other invisible forces that govern the way we see, think and create.

In 2017, a massive art initiative called “Pacific Standard Time: LA/LA” will explore the influence of
Latin American and Latinx artists on Southern California with a sprawling series of exhibitions
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taking over more than 60 venues across Los Angeles, Santa Barbara, San Diego and other
California destinations.

The initiative will shine a spotlight on the many individuals and movements whose artistic visions
traversed language barriers and geographic boundaries to share stories, challenge beliefs and
create a visual vocabulary for future generations. Just as there is no typical Latin American or
Latinx person, the interconnected exhibitions will show that there is no single definition of Latin
American or Latinx art.
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Ana Serrano, "Cartonlandia,” 2008. Cardboard, paper, acrylic paint.
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Although planning for “LA/LA” was underway far before last week’s presidential election, the art
program will serve as a vital repudiation of the simplistic and intolerant messages communicated
by President-elect Donald Trump regarding American identity. In response to dangerous
stereotypes and shortsighted plans to build walls between us, hundreds of artists, curators and
institutions will highlight the importance of intersectionality both in their artistic practices and
approach to citizenship itself.

There are too many exciting exhibitions and artists coming next year — radical women in Latin
American art, Afro-Brazilian art, queer Chicano art, Mesoamerican art, experimental film in Latin
America and so, so, so much more — to explain them all in detail. You can see the full list here.

In the meantime, we’ve compiled a very small selection of the artists coming to “LA/LA” in 2017,
most of whom are still critically overlooked in terms of their influence and importance. Learn their
names, mark your calendars and get ready to immerse yourself in all that is Latin American and
Latinx art.

1. Laura Aguilar (b. 1959, America)

COURTESY OF THE ARTIST AND THE UCLA CHICANO STUDIES RESEARCH CENTER
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Laura Aguilar, "Nature Self Portraits #12," 1992. Ink jet print.
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Laura Aguilar is a self-taught photographer whose portraits capture marginalized communities
with grace and pride as they unravel traditional beauty norms. Her series “Latina Lesbians”
chronicles the gay Chicano women in Aguilar's community she felt had been rendered invisible
by mainstream culture.

“What | am trying to do with the series,” Aguilar wrote in a statement, “is to provide a better
understanding of what it’s like to be a Latina and a Lesbian by showing images which allow us
the opportunity to share ourselves openly, and to provide role models that break negative
stereotypes and help develop a better bridge of understanding.”

The artist also takes stark portraits of her own (often unclothed) body in nature, which serve to
challenge and dismantle photography’s monolithic norms regarding beauty and femininity.

Aguilar's work will be on view at the following: “Laura Aguilar: Show and Tell” at Vincent Price Art
Museum, East Los Angeles College; “Axis Mundo: Queer Networks in Chicano L.A.” at the
University of Southern California’s ONE National Gay & Lesbian Archives; and “Home—-So
Different, So Appealing,” organized by the Chicano Studies Research Center at the University of
California at Los Angeles, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art and the Museum of Fine Arts
Houston.

2. Carmen Argote (b. 1981, Mexico)
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investigating the way images do not archive celebrities, but create them.

Lamelas’s work will be featured in “David Lamelas: A Life of Their Own” at the CSU Long Beach

University Art Museum.

9. Marie Orensanz (b. 1936, Argentina)

COURTESY OF THE ARTIST

Marie Orensanz, "Limitada," 1978. Photograph, edition 1 of 5.

Marie Orensanz’s work deals with fragments — fragments of marble, fragments of thoughts,
fragments of symbols — to represent the fragmented self. In 1978, shortly after becoming a
French citizen, the artist detailed the mission of her work in a Manifesto of Fragmentism:
“Fragmentism searches for integration of a part with a totality; transforms by multiple readings in
an object non-terminate and unlimited, traversing time and space.”

Working in photography, painting, drawing and sculpture, Orensanz’s aesthetic aligned her
disparate media — a style that is sparse, ambiguous, symbolic and yet eventually
indecipherable. Much of her work hinted at a hidden meaning that remained unsolved, alluding to
the indecipherable nature of truth and life. In the artist’s words: “The incomplete is a constant of
my work, because | think that we are all fragments of a whole: at the same time, we are part of a
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past and of a future.”

Orensanz’s work will be included in “Radical Women in Latin American Art, 1960-1985.”

10. Alfredo Ramos Martinez (1871-1948, Mexico)
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THE ALFREDO RAMOS MARTINEZ RESEARCH PROJECT REPRODUCED BY PERMISSION

Alfredo Ramos Martinez, "La Madre India / Indian Mother," ca. 1936. Crayon. The San Diego Museum of Art. Gift of the artist.

Martinez, a painter and muralist, is known by many as the “Father of Mexican Modernism”
thanks to his empathetic depictions of traditional Mexican peoples and landscapes at the turn of
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the 20th century.

Living in Mexico, Paris and eventually Los Angeles, Martinez incorporated elements of
Mesoamerican art, French Impressionism, Cubism and Art Deco into his designs while
maintaining a traditional Mexican aesthetic. Combining pulsating lines, geometric shapes and
subtle shading, Martinez achieved a singular aesthetic that incorporated elements of architecture
and abstraction.

The Mexico that Martinez depicted was both real and imagined, inhabited and remembered, full
of beauty and sorrow. As poet Rubén Dario wrote, “Ramos Martinez is one of those who paints
poems; he does not copy, he interprets; he understands how to express the sorrow of the
fisherman and the melancholy of the village.”

Martinez’'s work will be featured in the following: “The Making of the Modern: Indigenismos,
1800-2015"; “Mexico/LA: History into Art, 1820-1930" at the Laguna Art Museum; and “Mexico
and California Design, 1915-1985" at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art.
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